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women take part in agricultural operations; the men uprooting
the nursery stock and carrying it to the women who do the
actual transplanting. After transplanting there is a respite of
a month or two in which the Burmese agriculturist works only
moderately hard, but the previous months of heavy and con-
tinuous labor in a debilitating climate require a certain amount
of relaxation. At the same time, the Burman's physique is
slight and not very athletic, although Karens, Kachins, and
other hill tribes are sometimes heavy-set and robust. One sel-
dom sees a fat Burman except among the more prosperous and
sedentary. Harvesting is another strenuous operation and here
again the women are called on to help, but they certainly do
not help in order to permit their menfolk to remain idle.

TABLE 34

DISTRIBUTION: BY ECONOMIC  FUNCTION OF 1,000 MALE

EARNERS OF SELECTED RACES

(Burma as a whole)

Burmans        Chinese         Indians*

Cultivating landowners   ..........     260             159               27

Cultivating tenants   ..............     181                 8              40

Agricultural laborers   ............     307               20             101

Herdsmen, fishers, and hunters ...       19               17               31

Clerical workers   ................        9               24               39

Industrial management...........         1                3                1

Craftsmen    ....................       54             144               97

Unskilled  laborers   ..............       83             189             432

Professional, etc................        6                7                8

Traders, etc.....................       49             412             167

Rentiers........................       13                8                5

Army, police, etc.  ...............        5                1               29

Other public service .............        3                4

M edicine    .......................        6                4                4

M isccllancous   ...................        4               ..               19

Total   ..................... 1,000           1,000           1,000
* Indians  horn   outside   Burma,    Indians  born  in   Burma  were  much
more frequently engaged iri agriculture.
When the paddy has been threshed and delivered to the
buyer the bright moonlit nights are enlivened with allnight pwes
or ponffyi~byans (cremations of monks) paid for by employers
or other prosperous individuals. The farmers thus are ordina-
rily able to do the repairing of kazins or embankments at this
time or else rebuild or repair their houses or prepare simple